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ASSIGNMENT:  Clay Container

GRADE:  8

CURRICULUM EXPECTATION: 

· produce three-dimensional works of art that communicate a variety of ideas for specific purposes and to specific audiences, using a variety of art forms

· identify strengths and areas for improvement in their own work and that of others, and describe possible strategies for improving their work

LESSON PLAN:

Culminating Task:  Students will complete an original clay container using the pinch pot or coil handbuilding technique.

1.  After reading Clay Info Sheet, students discuss appropriate sculpture terminology in jigsaw formation by use of a graphic organizer (e.g. Frayer Model).

Words may include:  clay, sculpture, bisque, glaze, relief (high relief, low relief, sunken relief), in-the-round, impression, knead, kiln

2.  Students experiment with in-the-round sculpture using playdough (see recipe available for download).  This method is comparable to sketching, in drawing.

3.  Students complete a rough copy sketch of design proposal, from four different angles: front, side, back and top view.

4.  Students create their in-the-round sculpture container in clay.  

5.  After firing in the kiln, students glaze their bisque-state piece.

6.  After firing a second time, students prepare an oral self-critique presentation, discussing what was/was not successful, what surprised them about the process, what they have learned and their honest final evaluation.

