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ASSIGNMENT:  Linoleum Printmaking

GRADE:  7

CURRICULUM EXPECTATION:

· produce two-dimensional works of art that communicate a variety of ideas for specific purposes and to specific audiences, using a variety of art forms

· identify the area of emphasis (or focal point) in a work of art

LESSON PLAN:

Culminating Task:  Students will complete an edition of linocut prints.

1.  Students draw rough copy sketches of the design they wish to carve in pencil, using positive/ negative space.  

2.  Students transfer their designs onto a piece of soft-cut linoleum by placing the two together, sketch side down, and rubbing the back of the sketch with a pencil.

3.  The teacher must demonstrate the linoleum cutting technique to the class to avoid injuries and accidents.

4.  Students will carve away the negative (white) space, leaving the positive (black) space.  A totally carved piece of linoleum ready for print is called a matrix.

5.  Using brayers and proper printmaking ink, students will ink their matrix and pull their first print.  This is called an Artist’s Proof, because it is meant to show what has been cut successfully and what still needs to be carved out.  

6.  Students will make any adjustments to their matrix as necessary.

7.  Students will pull as many prints as they need in order to get 5 successful prints to make up an edition.  They may try printing on different coloured construction paper, on paper decorated with tissue paper, and with different coloured inks.

8.  Students will label the prints in their edition as follows: 

Name on the bottom left, title in the middle, edition number on the right (ex. 1/5).  The Artist’s Proof is labeled “AP” and is not counted in the edition.

